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upcoming guest teachers: 

Katherine Abbott 
Marilyn Smith 

 

     SCHEDULE 
7:30-8pm: 

beg.-interm. teaching 
 

8-8:30pm:  
interm.-adv. teaching 

 

8:30-10:30pm: 
Dance Program              

with light refreshments 
 

First Friday monthly 
All Requests:  
7:30-10:30pm  
No teaching 

 

Entry $7  | Monthly Pass with 1st week free| First time free 
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love of learning and experiencing other 
cultural traditions, and most of all for 
the welcoming community it provides. I 
believe this last one would be first on 
my list, as I look forward to seeing 
everyone this Friday. I suggest we all 
wear a particularly favorite folk 
blouse or shirt for our return. 
 

Our officers are all remaining the same: 
president Susie Shoaf, vice president 
Nadav Nur, secretary Gloria Coté and 
treasurer Richard Paoli, plus board 
chairs:  John Carroll, membership, 
Elizabeth Settel, programs and 
Marilyn Wronsky, publicity & special 
events. Gail Hurwitz has stepped down 
as special projects chair, having 
successfully completed the task of 
cataloguing all the dance notes for the 
Club. We thank her for her diligence 
and input for so many years and will 
miss her on the board, but know we will 
see her dancing. If you’d be interested in 
helping out in any way, please do talk to 
me or another board member to find 
out what it entails and get more 
involved in the running of the Club. 
 

Susie Shoaf, president  
Kopachka Folk Dancers 

Strawberry Recreation Center, 118 E. Strawberry Drive, Mill Valley 
Exit Hwy.101 at Tiburon Blvd. (131); Go east towards Tiburon for 3/4 mile to 

E. Strawberry Drive. Turn right, then go straight to the parking lot entry on right. 

Kopachka Folk Dancers         NEWSLETTER 

September - December 2017  
Ethnic Dances from the Balkans and Beyond, following the Linscott Tradition 
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From the President’s Corner  
The photo above was from our last party 
this spring at Kopachka Folk Dancers with 
Bill Cope and his band Zabava!, whom we 
all love. The plan is to have them back in 
2018. This fall, however, we have the 
return of the Bulgarian band Kabilé, 
another band welcomed back with open 
arms by our community, playing for us on 
October 20th 8-11pm $12. (see page 2)  They 
were last here in October 2012. Watch for 
our 2018 parties in the weekly Blast. 
 

Kopachka starts the new dance year in a 
very good state, back at Strawberry 
Recreation Center and in the black last 
year financially. Entry fees remain the 
same, as well as our ‘monthly pass’. All 
good! What took us over the top was a 
donation on the last night of dancing. 
Remember that Kopachka is a member 
of the Folk Dance Federation of 
California, a 501c3 charitable 
organization and donations are tax 
deductible and always accepted, any time 
of the year. 
 

We all folk dance for different reasons:         
for our mental health - a challenge for our 
mind, to lose weight, stay fit - exercise, for 
the incredible music and rhythms, for the 

http://www.kopachkafolkdancers.com 
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>> Next Board Meeting: Sunday, June 28, 2015 

Kopachka Folk Dancers 
 	 
 

  
Next board meeting: October 1, 2017 

Kopachka Folk Dancers                          Sept-Dec 2017 

 

(118 E. Strawberry Drive, Mill Valley. 
See map to Strawberry on website.) 

2017-2018 
Board Members 
Susie Shoaf, president 

Nadav Nur, vice president 
Gloria Coté, secretary 
Richard Paoli, treasurer 

John Carroll, membership 
Elizabeth Settel, programs  
Marilyn Wronsky, publicity  

& special events 

Financial Report     
2016–2017 dance year  
 

July 1, 2016 balance: $5,750 
 

Income:  $7,481 
 Door  $5,716 
 Door-Party $1,314 
 Donations $   440 
 Other income    $     11 
 
Expenses:  $7,475 
 Rent  $5,660 
 Music/teaching $1,000 
 Website $   354 
 Insurance/fees $   210 
 Printing/ads $   143 
 Supplies $   108  
 

Net gain                $      6  
 

June 30, 2017 balance:   $5,756 

Kopachka Folk Dancers                          Sept-Dec 2017 

 

Kabilé returns to Kopachka – October 20, 2017 
Kabilé takes their name from the village of the same name in central Bulgaria, 
where the band played one of their earliest gigs. During their initial 10-year heyday  
the band played almost every weekend at weddings, festivals and holiday events all  
over Thrace. In 2007 the band reunited for their first North American tour. They  
have since become widely known for their bitov (traditional) style and highly- 
enjoyable melodies. Kabilé’s members are all life-long, professionally-trained  
musicians with decades of teaching and performing experience – 
   Donka Koleva (vocals) is a native of the village of Tuzha in the Stara Zagora 
region of Thrace. She graduated from the National School of Folk Arts in 
Shiroka Luka, Bulgaria, and performed for 3 years with the Sliven Folk Dance 
and Music Ensemble. 
   Nikolay Kolev (gadulka), a native of the Thracian Rose Valley village of 
Karavelovo, has been playing gadulka since age 10. After graduating from the 
National School of Folk Arts in Shiroka Luka, Bulgaria, he performed for 3 years 
with the Sliven Folk Dance and Music Ensemble. 
   Nikolay Doktorov (kaval) is from Varna, on the coast of the Black Sea. He is a 
graduate of the National Music School "Filip Koutev" in Kotel, Bulgaria, and the 
Bulgarian National Conservatory and has performed with the world-famous 
Trakia Ensemble and with the Horovod Ensemble in Varna.  
   Ivan Handzhiev (vocals, accordion) is a native of the village of Lesovo, in the 
Yambol region of Thrace. He began singing with his mother and other village 
singers as a small child and started playing accordion at the age of 9. He is a 
graduate of the National Music School "Filip Koutev" in Kotel, Bulgaria, and the 
Bulgarian National Conservatory.  
   Dzhenko Andreev (gaida) is from the village of Hanovo, in the Yambol region 
of Thrace. As a boy he studied with local teachers then went on to graduate from 
the National Music School "Filip Koutev" in Kotel, Bulgaria, where he developed 
his local style. 


